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Introduction 

 
The year 2020 has been marked as a year that faced many unprecedented challenges which 

affected the health and well-being of every person. Schools were inadvertently affected by 

lockdown conditions which impacted on assessments and examinations. South Africa was among 

22 countries that opted to continue the Grade 12 exit level National Senior Certificate 

Examination. The pandemic which caused many disruptions throughout the academic year did 

not affect LEAP Science and Maths Schools (LEAP) main objective to deliver quality and 

excellence through consciousness education. As a network of six schools we have taken 

extraordinary measures to ensure that our learners were able to learn and study remotely when 

required and we implemented prevention and protection protocols to ensure that we combat the 

spread of the epidemic within our schools. We adopted a staggered approach for the reopening 

of schools and observed the novel social distancing as required. LEAP is pleased to present the 

results of the Matric Class of 2020. We successfully had 245 students registered for the Grade 

12 National Senior Certificate examinations.  

 

 

Challenges Faced  

 
Due to the pandemic, and dependent on the severity of the lockdown all schools were forced to 

close when required. In addition, we could not host matric study camps and hold overnight classes 

or Saturday classes instead the cohort had to quickly adapt to online lessons using platforms like 

WhatsApp, Zoom and IXL. We are proud of our Grade 12 cohort who adapted very quickly and 

persevered through online learning.  

 

 

Summary of Achievements 

 
Despite the challenges imposed with living and learning in under-resourced socio-economic 

environments and coupled with the pandemic on their doorstep. The achievement of the class of 

2020 should be acknowledged for their resilience, perseverance and agility to ensure that 83% 

attained their National Senior Certificate which will serve as a foundation to their careers, 

entrepreneurial opportunities or tertiary studies.  

 
● 204 students of 245 (83 %) passed matric, 6.8% higher than the national average 

● The highest Bachelor pass rate of 79% since our inception in 2004    

● 93% achieved access to Tertiary Institutions 

 
INDICATOR LEAP  NATIONAL 

Pass Rate 83% 76.2,% 

Bachelor Pass Rate 79% 36.4% 

% Diploma Rate 14% 26% 



 

 

% Eligible for Higher Education 7% 13.7% 

                      Table 1: LEAP’s overall performance compared to the overall National performance 

 

 

Performance By School 

 
A total of 245 students sat for the 2020 NSC examinations. The overall pass rate for the LEAP 

2020 cohort represents a decrease of 7% as opposed to the 2019 NSC examinations. Although 

there is a decrease in the pass percentage, there has been a notable increase in the number of 

learners that attained the National Senior Certificate. The decrease in performance can be 

attributed to the under-resourced socio-economic environment in which our learners find 

themselves and was further exacerbated by the pandemic conditions having greater impact on 

schooling in the rural areas. 

 

INDICATOR LEAP 1 LEAP 2 LEAP 3 LEAP 4 LEAP 5 LEAP 6 TOTAL 

Number of learners who 
entered 

 
38 61 29 41 50 26 245 

Pass Rate 66% 77% 90% 97% 80% 100% 83% 

Number achieved Tertiary 
Access 

 
21 45 23 39      39 23 190 

% Achieved Tertiary Access 55% 96% 79% 95% 78% 88% 93% 

Number achieved Bachelors 17 37 16 36 38 18 162 

Bachelor Rate 61% 79% 62% 90% 76% 96% 79% 

Number achieved Diploma 4 8 7 3 1 5 28 

Diploma Rate 11% 17% 27% 8% 2% 19% 14% 

Number achieved Higher 
Certificate 

 
4 2 3 1 1 3 14 

Higher Certificate Rate 11% 4% 11% 3% 2% 12% 7% 

Number did not achieve 13 14 3 1 10 0 41 
Table 2: The overall performance of LEAP’s network of six schools 

 

The last four years have seen a systemic trend of learner achievement with an upward trajectory 

in the performance of our Grade 12 cohort. Table 2 above indicates that 93% of the 2020 cohort 

achieved access to tertiary institutions. Indicated in Table 3 below is the quality of those passes 

with the cohort successfully obtaining a 79% bachelors pass which is in line with the values that 

LEAP upholds. 



 

 

 

Table 3: Quality of Passes (%) 

 
 
LEAP’s Grade 12 cohort achieved a total of 260 distinctions. This is higher than the number of 

distinctions recorded as our previous best in 2019 at 242 distinctions achieved. Significant 

improvements are recorded for Science, Maths, Life Science, Accounting and History. 

 

SUBJECTS LEAP 1 LEAP 2 LEAP 3 LEAP 4 LEAP 5 LEAP 6 TOTAL 

Afrikaans               

Accounting  1 1 3 6 4 15 

Agriculture         14         14 

Business Science        2   1   1     4  

English 5 4 6 23  9 5 52 

History 
4

 4 
        
       3 

 
  

  17 
   

 
24 

Life Science   2 4 2 11  19 

Mathematics    1 3 7 1 12 

Sepedi        1  1    2 

Sesotho               

Science    2 2 2 1 7 

Tswana          3 3 

IsiXhosa                     3 1         4 

IsiZulu     1       1 

Life Orientation 26 30 6 18 15 8   103 

Total 38 43 22 70 65              22 260 
Table 5: Performance per subject of LEAP’s network of six schools 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Impact 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Conclusion 

 
 

Although our overall pass rate has decreased by 7% as compared to our 2019 cohort.  The 
number of learners who sat to take the National Senior Certificate Examinations is higher than 
2019 and there is a positive correlation in the percentage of Bachelor passes which is 79%. The 
general decline in performance can be attributed to the impact on teaching and learning brought 
about by the unprecedented advent of the COVID-19 pandemic. We are inspired by the overall 
performance of the Class of 2020 and are enlightened and motivated by their persistence, 
perseverance and consistency in a time of uncertainty.  

 
We thank you for partnering and advancing the lives of the young people and building our network 
of schools to ensure longevity and sustainability in 2021 and beyond. 


